
ness decisions. In my opin-
ion, it would be impossible 
to make sense of how to 
chart and implement a suc-
cessful business plan with-
out having a strong busi-
ness partner in the Platte-
ville Area Chamber of 
Commerce.  
 
Connection  is the part that 
makes us part of some-
thing larger - a very visible 
and vocal community of 
business people.  
 
Education  ensures that all 
members and potential 
future members learn that 
the outreach of the Cham-
ber mission has an incredi-
ble impact.  

Hi everyone.  As your 
President and also a busi-
nessman, I thought that I 
would share some of my 
core beliefs about the 
benefits of Chamber mem-
bership. I encourage every-
one to take notice of the 
Chamber mission as noted 
at the top of the page. The 
words: Vision, Connection 
& Education are succinctly 
what we offer our Chamber 
members.  
 
Vision  in business is cru-
cial to being able to navi-
gate the way to a success-
ful, profitable and sustain-
able business. With the 
world changing so rapidly, 
itôs now more important 

than ever to see things 
clearly and early...for what 
they are. Thatôs where the 

Chamber comes in. They 
qualify and get the facts we 
need to make prudent busi-

The next few weeks will be 

incredibly busy getting the 

final details together for the 

Vietnam Moving Wall Me-
morial, 

which is 

scheduled 

to be here 

from July 

9th-13th.  

The 

Chamber 

staff has 

been very involved for the 

past 17 months with the or-
ganizational responsibilities 

of this historic event.   

A major media blitz will be 

hitting the papers and the air-

waves within the next few 
days.  The official website 

www.plattevillemovingwall.co

m is being updated continu-

ously as final details are 

wrapped up.  Please check out 

this website often.  The sched-

ule of events surrounding the 

Moving Wall is listed.  The 

opening ceremony will be on 

Thursday, July 9th at 6PM, the 

parade on Sunday, July 12th at 
1PM and the closing ceremony 

at 3PM at the Wall.  Many, 

many things have been organ-

ized in and around these 

times. 
It has been interesting to see 

how this event is shaping up 

to be so much more than we 

originally thought.  With an 

emphasis on our ñCelebration 

of Heroesò, a tribute to all of 

our area veterans, the Viet-

nam Moving Wall Memorial 

will leave a lasting impression 

on thousands.   

  

(continued on page four) 

Terry Vaassen  

Chamber President  
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Hours of Operation  

Chamber Welcome Center  

Beginning May 1st  
 

Monday-Friday  

9AM ï 6PM 

Saturday  

9AM-4PM 

Sunday  

10AM-2PM 

 

Now Open as Wisconsin 

New Welcome Center  

 

Chamber Office Hours  
 

Monday ï Friday 

8AM ï 5PM 

Gift Certificates are only  
available during Chamber 

Office Hours. 

 

Call: 

Platteville, WI  
Gateway to  

SW Wisconsin  

Kathy Kopp 

Executive Director 

Vision ~ Connection ~ Education  

http://www.plattevillemovingwall.com
http://www.plattevillemovingwall.com
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òWe always 

encourage our 

Chamber members to 

attend the Business 

After Hours events - 

theyõre a great way to 

make new friends.ó 

Kathy Kopp 

Executive Director 

 

Welcome!  

Business After Hours & Ribbon Cutting 

New Chamber Members 
Hottenstein Bus & Charter -Owned and Operated by Dave & Sandra Hottenstein and 
located at 3170 Baker Road in Platteville.  School Bus Contractor for Iowa Grant Schools.  Also 
28 passenger coach bus for day tours, ball games, weddings & shuttle services.  Call 348-5739 or 

email them at dhottenstein@centurytel.net  
 

 
Bowden Sign/Wondoemus Spice Blend/Wundo Band ï Call Tud Bowden at 732-0898 
for Commercial Signs & Graphics/Fleet & Complete Business Image & logo Assistance. 
Wundoemus all purpose spice blend, no kitchen is complete without it. 
Wundo Band ï All purpose music shows.  Email cw@wundo.com or log onto 

www.wundo.com for more information 

 

  First National Bank was the host of our May Chamber Business After 
Hours.  They rolled out the red carpet as hundreds gathered to get a first 
sneak peak at this new and wonderful facility.  A Chamber Ribbon Cut-
ting with a special money ribbon started the evening.  The money on the 
ribbon ($500.00) was donated to Katieôs Garden.  There were many 
tours given as others gathered in the banks new community room for 

refreshments and music.   

Thank you First National Bank for a wonderful  

Chamber Business After Hours! 

mailto:dhottenstein@centurytel.net
mailto:cw@wundo.com
http://www.wundo.com
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promoted vacationing in Wis-

consin. 

 

A formal ribbon cutting took 
place acknowledging the new 

partnership between the Cham-

ber of Commerce and the De-

partment of Tourism, with 

Platteville becoming the new 

ñgateway centerò to Southwest 

Wisconsin.  Also participating 

in the ribbon cutting was Repre-

sentative Phil Garthwaite. 

 

The Chamber board recently 
endorsed a capital improvement 

project which included tearing 

out the limestone fireplace, in-

stalling two accessible rest-

rooms, replacing the carpet with 

ceramic tile, installing a new 

front door and updating the cur-

rent sign.  Through a grant from 

the Tourism Commission, new 

display racks were purchased to 

complete the project.  

  
An open house is planned for 

Thursday, June 18th from noon 

to 3:00PM and everyone is in-

vited to stop and see our new 

look.  Lemonade and cookies 

will be available. 

On Friday, May 15th, the Cham-

ber celebrated National Tourism 

Week by hosting a luncheon 

with guest speaker, Kelli Trum-
ble, Secretary of the Department 

of Tourism.  Secretary Trumble 

was excited to announce that 

tourism expenditures (those 

dollars spent by visitors in an 

area) for the year of 2008 were 

up by 2.7% over 2007.  Added 

to that announcement, was the 

fact that tourism expenditures in 

Grant County were up by 5.5%, 

nearly twice the State average, 
or over $77M!  What this means 

is, that by a very conservative 

formula, the impact of tourism 

expenditures in the community 

of Platteville in 2008 was over 

$38.5M! 

 

Secretary Trumble was joined 

by State Senator Dale Schultz as 

well as a number of area elected 

officials and Chamber members.  

Following the luncheon, which 
was held at the Governor Dodge 

Convention Center, the group 

walked the Rountree Branch 

Trail to the Chamber building, 

stopping in Katieôs Garden 

where Secretary Trumble un-

veiled three of the 5ô catfish 

commissioned by John Dutcher.  

Chuck Runde and Lori Bahr of 

First National Bank also made a 

presentation of $500 for Katieôs 
Garden.  

   

Nearly 70 4th and 8th grade stu-

dents, who participate in a vol-

unteer program with the Cham-

ber, were treated to a ride on a 

motorcoach provided by Strat-

ton Charters, one of the Cham-

berôs newest members.  They 

were able to join in the ribbon 

cutting of the new Welcome 

Center as they were major play-
ers in helping with the transition 

of the new Center.  The 4th grad-

ers also presented Secretary 

Trumble with ñsuitcasesò that 

Ribbon Cuttings-New Welcome Center! 


